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National ParJ(s
Her geographical position and wealth of mountains, rivers, lakes,
gulfs, bays and inlets, give Japan countless beauty spots such as may
seldom be seen elsewhere Foreign tourists setting foot in the land
are invariably struck by the beauty of nature manifested in endless
varieties throughout the country These glorious spots are, moreover,
embellished with the romance of tradition or glamor of history
Typical of such triumphs of beauty are Akan, Daisetsuzan, Towada,
Nikko, Fuji and Hal one, the Jap^n Alps, Yoshino and Kumano,
Daisen, Aso, Inland Sea, Unzen and Kirishima These three last
named have recently been chosen as Japan s national parks, the rest
having been chosen as possible sites for them Volcanic mountains
of graceful shape, silver mountain lakes, verdant forests and luxu
riant wild flowers, are among the manifold attractions of these na
tional parks The abundance of hot springs, found in almost all
these places, is an advantage which these parks have over many of
those in Europe and America Moreover, they are generally adorned
with temples, shrines and historical relics, come centuries old, which
must appeal to the imagination of overseas visitors
Health Resorts i zoo Mineral Springs
No country is richer in spas than Japan, and no other land affords
so many opportunities of seeing the everyday life of the people Some
spas are in remote districts where the old customs and quaint manners
still obtain Others are well known tourist resorts, provided with all
the comforts of modern life There are in Japan more than 1,100
mineral springs scientifically proved to be of great curative value
Many of these possess radio activity, or emit special radiations like
radium Nobonbetsu is celebrated for its awe inspiring thermal
activity , Kusatsu for its sulphur baths , Ikao, Hakone and Arima for
their lovely mountain views, Atami, Ito Shirahama, Katsuura and